
the RAINBOW 
5803 Timber Ridge Drive. Prospect, KY 40059 

Fi�st of all, w�lco�� to the RAINBOW! 

Vol. . :r 

No. 1 

W�'d 111c:� to oP�n thing:!. UP for volu�� O'nE', nUl'l"lb�� O'nl!.' w1th a li tt le bCl.ck

ground on wh� th� RAINBOW �xi$ts and wh�t we hoPe to �.cco�P 1i�.h with th1s 
'I'I�wsl�tt�r. If !IIOU a.r� a'nll/thin9 11ke us, we think �OLt.' 11 z.eE' tha.t this pub
licatio'l'l is well worth the s�a11. a�ou:nt w� '11. be ask i'n9 lI/OU. to invest irI it. 

Most of us ar� al'l"lon9 the first to be the proud oW'n�rs of a TRS-90 COLOP. 

COI'I"IPut�r. A'nd, 1f !IIOU are \1k. w� were, !IIOIJ. wt.!'re attracted to TRS-90 1'1'1 the 

first plac� b� all those 9reat Pr09ral'l"l$ availabl� for th� Models I, II and III. 

But, wher� did that leave us? ExcePt for SOMe ProgrAMS 1'n the Ma'nuals -

A'nd the e-x-p-e-n-s-i-v-e ROM Pac:ks offered b� the Shac:k -- there Just is'n't 

a 9r�at deal out there ri9ht 'now. Oh, it 1s C:OI'l"l1n9. But th� wait seeMS lo'n� 

a nd ther� a.re a lot of th 1 'n9$ the COLOR COII'IP IJ. t�r ca:n do that 1 ts b 19 bt·o

th4trs can ' t. 

A'nd, fra'nklll/, what softwa�e is ava.ilabl� !'fIi9ht be 900d or M i9ht be bad. 
I'!'fI sur� !IIOU, 1 ik� I have, hear all sorts. of stories about softy)are that 
do�sn't work, won't load, and so fo�th. One of the thin9s we exPect to be is 
YOUR rePresentative to the softwa�e distributors. We'll be doin9 r�view� 
a,nd w.'ll 9iv. 1I0U the stra,i9ht ScoO P. We feel conf'1dent th3.t those d�',lers 
.... Iho h.!l.ve a good Produc:t -- a'nd who want to ,..eac:h an intereg.ted .:nd recePtive 
lI'I .. rk et 1,) ill be haP P � to 1 et us rev i ew the i r softINar.. A'nd, be sure, !:I OU ' 1 1 
get a f.!l.ir and hO'nest aPPrasial f'roM the RAINBOW. 

We'll �,lso Pass alon9 Pr09ra!'fl� 0'1'1 thes� Pages. Those we COMe ".cros!!. OIJ.r

selv�s, and thos. IIOU �a!ll want to c:ontribute. Don't be bashf'ul. And dO'n't 
think lIou,r Pr09r',M h.!l.5. to be a "Monste,.." to get reprodu,c:ed here. (In fact, 1.5 
lIou'11 see shortll:l, the Pr09raM used to write the RAINBOW takes UP Just three 
l1n�s. ) So, t..nd in \IIour favorites and we'll sh.ll,,..� theM with the world. 

One lI'Iost iMPortll,nt thi n9. The RAHIBOW is devoted to t.he COLOR COITlPuter 

'.nd the COLOR ComputE'''' onlll! While fut.ure- isl!,ues ",lil1 share SOMe of the 
"s�cret$" of Progr.,� conver�10n, lIoU won't find ."n�t.hin9 here abo u,t JI,nlLl ot�he,.. 
c:ornPuter. Ho Mod III stuff, no Ap ple stuf'f, no Ata,..i s.tuff. The RAINBOW is 
90ing to b. the one -- a,nd, to ou'" knowledge ONLY -- PubUcs.t.ion thll.t'l!. Ju:!!.t 
fo,.. COLOR COMputer owne"'5. In other wo,..dz, we think �ou'll f'ind ever� thin9 
1oI0U lIOU read in the RAINBOW wi 1 1 h',v� a direc:t aPP11clI.tion t o  YOUR COMPllter. 

Ah, the C:Ol'tlrflerc: 11.1 • The RA I NBOW c:o� tl!. 1I'I0ne� to p,..i nt .. nd ��, i t. In order 
to Pall SOll'le of' thos. costs. we''''e c:har�i'n9 $12 a lIear for a !!.ub�cr i Pt10n. We 
hoP e � oU,' 11 f' i nd tha t "'el,son,J,b 1 • and th.J. t \II ou' 1\ st;>nd a. check b� return �.!I.11. 
Fr',nkll1, that's pr.ttlil c:heaP for aU the infor�atio'n !:IOll.'ll get. I hoPe 1I0u' ll 
".9"'ee. Thanks a tot for 1 iste'ni n9. We look forward to hearin9 f.roll'l 1oI01.l. 

----------------------------------------



MUS:IC MADE EASY 

Fo� those of �ou who like �u�ic, 
let us fir�t recommend tht> fine _r
ticle on the COLOR ComPuter in th� 

h. tes t i �sue of " 80-M i crocomP 1..1. t i '1'19. " 

B� f.� the be�t Program th .. re is on .. 
named "Mus i c-Mu.s i c-Mu.s. i c. " And it 

is. wrtten for the COLOR ComPut�r. But 

one of the thin9s it does not do 1s 

allow �ou to Pla� son�s as _ part of 

an� other Pr09r�ms �ou might wish to 

run. Its an entlt� Calb .. it a fine 
on�) t.o i t:!!.el f • 

Wha t we wt>re tr� in9 to do was P I"l t 

t0gether a horse race Pro9rAm which 

�e w�re 90in9 to call Derb� Crem�m

ber, the RAINBOW com.. from Louis
vill�). We wanted the pro9ram to 

P 1 �,� "M!II 0 I d Kent.uck!ll Hom .. " a.s the 

horses moved to the Po�t. But, a 

couPle of tr�s in d�codin9 notes from 
a music book into SOUND (and PLRY) 

statements left a lot to be desired. 

Wei I, the "r1usic MIJ.!.ic MIJ.!.ic" Pro

gram solved that Problem for us, we 

used it to get .. reall� 900d rendi

tion of "M� Old Kent.uck� HoltI'? " The 

Problem was, how to get that code 

into another Program. 

Enter "MusiC Made Ea.�I" We Just 

wrote the followin9 few lines, added 
them to their own little �Pace on the 

"Mu�ic Music Music" pr09ram, loaded 

a dat.. taPe for the son9 we wanted 

and then "broke" the ori9inal Pro-

9r.m. - That left all the notes in 

their arra.�, each with the proP'?r 
code for SOUND's s�ntax. 

We then instructed the COLOR Com

puter to GOT060a0 (the line where the 
COdebreaker started). The re�ult Was 

• Printout of the ProPer codes for 
SOUND. The codebreaker 1s listed 

below' 

6000 FOR X-0 TO 7�0 

6010 PRINT*-2,X, P(X)IO "DCK) 

6020 NEXT X 

Here's the routine to Pla� the 

music for which �ou have obtained the 
codes. Rs to explaination' Lines 1-

, READ in the conversion of the c:od� 

obtained in the previous Program and 
the numbers nec:es�ar� to make SOUND 

work ri9ht. Line 10 is set to th .. 

number .of notes -- which �ou will get 

from � our codebreaker. Line 30 is a 

ver� important line, which convert� 

mU,sic."l "re�ts" into a FOR-NEXT looP. 

Line �0 actuall� Pla�s the note. Rnd 
Line 60 onwa�d is the Code from the 

codebreaker, all 1'1'1 DATA statements. 

1 DIM N( 48) 

2 FOR N-l TO 48 

3 READ N(N)'NEXT 

4 DRTA �, 19, 32, 4�, �8, 69, 78, 
89. 99, 108, 117, 12�, 133, 140, 

147, 1 �3, 1 �9, 16�, 170, 176, 

180, 18�, 189, 193 

� DRTA 197, 21210, 204, 207, 21/21, 213, 
216, 218, 221, 223, 225, 227, 

229, 231, 232, 234, 236, 237, 

238, 239, 241, 242, 243, 244 

10 FOR X-I TO 2�0" SET TO • NOTES 

20 READ P,D 

30 IF p-e THEN FOP. 
'
T-l TO CD*')'NEXT 

GOTO�/2I 

40 SOUND N(P),D 

�0 NEXT X 

6121 DRTA 17, 8, 10, 8, 12, 8, 17. 8 

NE>C:T MONTH 

We'll be looking at some longer 
Pro9rams next month, .nd w. expect to 

have a line Justifier and a sc�een 

Printe� Pr09ram to talk about. We 
also exPect to 9.t. start on �oft

war. reviews. So, take a look at ou� 

�ubscriptlon blank and become an in

formed COLOR ComPuter owner! We'll 

be lookin9 forward to hearin9 from 

..,ou, 



CPU SPEEDUP 

D�spit� th. stuff wou M�� b�\i�. 
or hav. b��n told about th� sP� of 
th� COLOR COMPut.r's 6809E CPU, its 
r.all� a Pr.tt� swlft llttl. devlc�. 
1'1'1 fact, if !IIOU want to S�. a Radio 
Shack stor� Mana9.r's .�.s boggl�, 
Just Put a COLOR COMPut.r n.xt to • 
Mod III 1'1"1 his stor., writ. a short 
for-next looP to count th� nUMb.r. 
froM 1 to 1,000 on both Machlnes and 
th.n run th.M at th� .aM� tiM�. Can 

vou 9u�.s which COMPut.r flnish�s 
first? Y.P, old COLOR COMPut.rl 

But, tn.r.'s a wav to M�k. �our 

run �v�n fast�r. Just 
You'll b� abl. to ••• 

r19ht awaw, b�cau$" 

start changin9 colors 
Mor� To 9�t back t � 

"norMal" Just POKE 65494,113. 

SOl" So 
.r�nc� 

get SOM. 
control) lf 
wh1l� �OIJ.' r� 
Mat. M�k1n ur 
MPOKE 6�494,0'END" 
Probl�rtI 

tU.r� for 

LP VXX DRX ..... ER 

Wh�n vou bou9ht �our LP VII, r�
M�Mb.r th� di�aPPointMent when �ou 

d1scov�r�d �ou r�allw couldn't use 
thlt 9r'.Phics bec •. us� COLOR CO/'l'tput.r 

owners n�eded a driver to /'I't�k� a con

version of bit cod.s? 

Well, th� walt ls ov�r. Even here 
in Louisvill�, th� driv�r is avail
able <at CO/'l'tPuter Cent.r.). And the 
b.st n.ws of all i. that it is � 
for thos� of us Who bought t 
VII. We re no 90 '1"19 to 90 into th� 

bu�in�ss of Patt1n9 the Shack on the 
bl.ck wi thou t cause, but in th i s cas� 
its Justifi�d. 

Also in th� ar�a of FREE stuff, 
if �ou bought VIDEOTEX, Radio Shack 

has arranged to 9iv. �ou a fre� hOIJ.r 
of th. Dow Jon�s N.ws S.rvice. All 
w 01..1. have to do 1 s ask for it I 

M e.. N DECODED 

Hav. ItIOU tri.d that Uttl. IIlesS,a.ge 
board PrograM 1'1"1 the Extended Color 

BasiC �anual that l.ts !IIOU print 
what sort of aPP.ar to b� t�xt l�t

t�r. on the 9raPhics scr •• n? 

Slnc. !IIOu cannot /'I'tix 9r�Phics, ,.nd 

t.xt 0'1"1 th. saM. scre.n, SOMe thing� 
can be r�alllt1 confUsing without 
lab�l. We suggest vou r.at. a 
routin. with all 26 graPhics l�tt 

'an 
. 

.x�cu t� th� 1 �t t.rs on 
th� graPhics scr.en when vou want to 
lab.' SOMething. 

Actual 1 �, that's not what this is 
all about, sine:. th.J.t S�.rtlS Pr�tt� 
.asv to figur. out. But, we w.re 
Iltss than haPPw with th� wav two of 
th. 1.tters 10ok.d. A quick call to 

Ft. Worth brought th� inforMation 

that th. custOMer s.rvice P.oPl� at 
Radio Shack thought one of their Pro-
9raMM.rs was Just trvin9 to 9�t .. bit 
too fancw wlth SOMe of the letters. 

Thos. l.tters in qu�stion '.re thE
"M" and th� " W " • • •  and thew do look 

/'I'tessw. H.r.'s a SU99�stion for a 
w,.� to draw theM that's a .\1 tt le More 

cl.ar' 

M • • •  D7U7F3E3D7 

W • • •  D7RIE2F2RIU7BD7 

-----------"-------

OFFICIAL STUFF 
th� RAINBOW 

Publ 1 sh�d bv FALSOFT 

Prospect, KV 400�� 

Lawrenc� C. Falk--Ed1to�' 
-----_.-------------------------------

TRs-se, COLOR COMPUTER ARE TRADE

MARKS OF TANDY CORP. 



WORD PROC ESSOR 

On� of th� b1991'l'st proble!'IWIS 11"1 
tr-l:Iin9 to put the fir-st issue.> of the 

RAINBOW t0geth�r was in findin9 a. 

wa.� to tlllPe th�se "r-t l cles out. It 

seel'l'led a. sh ... "". to wr-ite!' A cOIWIPuter-
newsletter 01"1 a. t�P.write.>�. 

The.> RAINBOW COlWles to �ou via a 
Line ·Pr-inte!'r VII a.nd, �e!'S, th�re!' is 

.a shor-t Progr-alWl in "Going AheAd With 

Ext.nded Colo� Basic:" · tha.t wl11, .as 

R6.dio Sh ... c:k s .. �s, le!'t !IIOU use the 

kelllboa.r-d for a t�P.wr-iter. Onl� one 
problelWl �ou can't make!' a lWIistAk� 

in tlllPin9 bec:aus� the pr-oc:ess of 
eliu.b\1n9 the Pr-inter to fix thelWl is 

reall� tilWle-c:onsuming. And, after 
�11, who doesn/t make IWIlstak�s7 

10 PRINT�416/J ·LINE INPUT"(16 sPAc:es) 

JA$ 
20 PRINn-2/A$ 
30 CLS'GOT010 

And, !IIOU get ... lWIini-text editor-! 

This Progr-am lets !IIOU ent�r �our 
words without c:ommitting them to the 
Printer blJ.ffer. In othe,.. words I if 

�oU make a. mist ... ke, Just backspace 
6.nd co,..r�c:t it. Not u nt i 1 III ou have 

I 

!II ou.r whole \1n� on the �cre�n do �ou 

send it to the.> printer • • •  �o all �ou 

hAve!' to do is bAck uP And fix lIIour 
lWIista.kes. For- h ... lf'-c:olu""ns, Uke 

this one, Just cha.nge the PRINT� to 
4�6. 

Wh.at �ou .ar-e aoing is positionin9 
the cur-SOl" 40 spaceS frol'l'l the end of 
th. scree'n. When the!' a i5P I a� "J UI'I'IP S" 

up, �ou stoP t�Plng And hit ENTER. 
Or, if �ou are tr�ing for Justified 

co I umns, 11 k e these!' , !II ou c:ou:nt the 
nu.mb�r of sP ... c:es to the �nd I bac:k uP 
... nd lnse!'rt those sP ... CeS, between the 
words, and th�n ENTER th� line. As 
·�ou c:an see I Justified 1 i nes are a
slow Pr-oc:ess. W.'re workin9 on a 
101 a !II to Just if III them auto,... ... tical 1111 , 

... nd will ha.ve!' ... rePort in the n�xt 
issue!' of th� RAINBOW. 

You DO ne.a Extended Color Basic 

to make!' this work. But, if �ou don/t 
haVe!' it, the pr09ram will work with 
... re9ular INPUT. You. Just C:6.nnot use 

�omm ... s, quote marks ... nd the like. 

Tr� writing,. letter with this a.nd 

I,Je think �ou/ll Uke it. It i:!. 
ge ... red for "'1"1 e0-colu""n printer, but 
the 109ic is eu.� to fol10'w if �ou 

need to adaPt (for a Quick Pr-inter 

II, perhaPs7? .HaPP� writin9! 

SUBSCRXP�XON FORM 

To' Lawr�nc� C. Falk, Editor 
the RAINBOW 
�803 TiMber Ridge Dr. 

Pro�pect, KY 400�9 

Please enter m� subscriPtion to th� RAINBOW for one lIIear. M� 
'12 is enclosed. 

Na�e'----------------------------------------------------

Addr��s'-------------------------------------------------

C1t�·---------------------------- St&te·------ 21p·------

THANK YOU I 
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