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PIRACY
Editor: 

I was really pleased to see the editorial you 
printed on piracy. The ideas you presented 
make a lot of sense and I hope the rest of the 
Rainbow's readers will join you in this 
eff ort. 

By the way. I see you are making your own 
contribution to limit ing piracy on a personal 
level. It used to be easy to Xerox the 
Rainbow because it really wasn't that hard 
to do with only 50 or 60 pages. Now. it is just 
too much trouble to make copies of all those 
pages! 

Anthony Jenewine 
Wilmington, NC 

ROM PACKS 
Editor: 

Thank you for running my Videotex 
Rompac Save letter. I have a couple of 
additional comments: 

- The addresses 285-337 will not work 
with Extended Basic . They should work 
with non-Extended Basic. though. 

- Before loading the Basic dri ver 
program, you should PCLEAR 0 by 
POKEing 25,6 and 31.6. 

This will put the driver program at the 
beginning of ROM rather than on Page 4. 

Jim Ali 
St. Albans, W V 

Editor: 
In regard to the letter from Jim Ali in your 

August issue about Yideotex Rompack 
saving of screen text, the method of 
disabling the Rompack autostart by placing 
tape over certain pins can be a stick y 
situation. 

If you simply POKE &HFF23,36 all 
Rompacks do not start up and you remain in 
Basic, where you are free to examine or 
move the Rompack to RAM . The 
Rompacks start at &HCOOO if you wish to 
inspect the contents. I think this method is 
easier and faster when one needs to disable 
Rompacks. 

By the way, the changes in Rainbow are 
fantastic. Your publication is the best and 
the color adds so much, along with the type 
style, to the readability of our beloved 
magazine. 

Steven Schechter 
New York 

SUGGESTIONS 
Editor: 

In the August issue you asked for 
comments about the direction of the future 
issue of the magazine. Here are mine: 

I . Keep the game programs. They're 
simple but a lot of fun. They're one of the 

main reasons I subscribe. 
2. How about an annual roundup of tips 

for the beginner. I 'm a new subscriber but 
I 've already learned about the CPU speedup 
and how to merge Basic programs from 
cassette. What other useful tips have I 
missed. A n annual review would help . 

3. 1 would be interested in seeing more 
mathematical and stati sti cal programs. 

1 enjoy your magazine a lot. Keep up the 
good work. 

David Finkel 
Le11·isburg, PA 

Editor's Note: We are trying to 
repeat short hints and tips as " filler " 
space, rather than using all of it for 
things which may not be of use to 
readers. See a couple of examples in 
this month 's issue. These will 
probably be repeated fairly regularly, 
as we are growing pretty quickly and 
" new" people will want to know these 
things-even more often than on a 
yearly basis. Of course, the back issues 
give all of the details and we still have 
most of them in some form. We're 
looking for more statistical and 
mathematics programs, too. How 
about some contributions. 

SCREEN STREAKS 

Editor: 
I'm a new subscriber to the Rainbow and 

after reviewing my first edition I have to say 
that I am throughly, 100 percent delighted. 
nay. even ecstatic. All that info on the CoCo! 

In response to the letter to the editor on 
Heating Problems, I was having similar 
problems. After 30 minutes use. my 
alphanumeric characters were turning 
ghosty and orange. I tracking down the 
source of trouble, I strongly suspected 
overheating, as the symptoms would be gone 
the next day or several hours after shut­
down. 

After doing some reading in the Radio 
Shack tech manual for the CoCo, I felt the 
problem could be the video mixer chip 
(Ul2), a Motorola MC1372. To test it I 
gently sprayed some aerosol coolant on the 
chip and the screen became clear as a bell 
and the colors absolutely vivid . I installed a 
heat sink and the problem has not returned. 

Thanks for a useful publication. 
Donald Siwek 
Peabody, MA 

Editor: 
Your October issue arrived and in 

response to William Warren's problem with 
an upgrade: 

I had the same thing happen to me, and if 

hi s trouble was fro m the same reason. the 
correcti on is just as fast. 

T he possi ble cause of a screen full of 
@@@@@@ is that the j umper fro m the 
RAM upgrade might be att ached to pi n 36 
instead of 35 of the SAM chip . T he 
instruct ion sheet fo r the upgrade l got said to 
count fro m pin 40 (which is the fi rst one on 
the ri ght hand side) to pin 35 fo r the 
connection. So. l fi gured 35 fr om 40 is fi ve 
and l counted fi ve pins down. Wrong' It left 
me on pin 36. M oving the j umper to the 
correct pin put the total 32K into operat io n. 

Still enjoy your magazine and look 
fo rward to it s arrival each month. (Any 
chance you might go weekly"' ) 

Robert Foiles 
Lancaster, PA 

Editor's Note: No! 

CLARIFICATIONS 

Editor: 
Circle Cit y Softw are was extremely 

pleased with the fa ntasti c review given one 
of our programs in page 96 of the October 
Rainbott'. We hasten to add one point. 
however; the game. previously call ed 
Startrek has been renamed Star Pilot. The 
game as described remains the same. except 
that permission to use the copyrighted name 
was not received fr om Paramount in time to 
start production runs and the command 
decision was made to delete references to 
their fin e series. The game st ill contains all 
the "bell s and whistl es" alluded in the 
review, but we wanted to bring this to your 
readers' attenti on. 

The instruct ion booklet has been 
extended to make fir st time users more 
comfortable in the game. 

Daniel Mickle 
Circle City Soft ware 

Indianapoli s, IN 

Editor: 
I would like to express my extreme 

displeasure with the quality of the review 
done on Pigskin Predictions. Mr. 
Schottland gave this highly acclaimed 
program such a superficial once over as to 
imply he never ran the programs. Perhaps he 
never did fully enjoy the program because he 
falsely stated that the package does not 
include the initial data as clearly stated both 
in the manual and on the program tape label 
(and directly accessable on disk). 

He did your readers a great disservice as 
you and they will have to read the true 
review in the various other publications that 
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